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5. Clean Water

More than 40 per cent Pakistanis lack access to clean water

As one indication of the intensity of the problem, it is estimated that about 200,000
children in Pakistan die every year of diarrheal diseases alone, according to a report
of Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR).

Pakistan was a water rich country just a few decades ago; however, a recent World Bank
Report mentioned that Pakistan is now among the 17 countries that are currently facing
water shortage.
It is pertinent to mention here that the major source of drinking water in Pakistan is
groundwater, so water availability is the second most serious issue.
This becomes even more daunting as estimated level of water available may decline
considerably in the foreseeable future.
Main ground water source of drinking water in rural ares of Pakistan is hand pump. Hand
pump and motor pumps together provide 61 per cent of households with drinking water,
rising to 70 per cent in rural areas. Whereas, motor pumps form an increasingly relevant
part of this.
According to official data available, Punjab has the best rural water supply amongst all
the provinces.
Vast majority of the rural population has either piped water or water from a hand pump
or motor pump.
Only 7 per cent of rural population depends on dug wells or on rivers, canals and streams.
Situation in Sindh is considerably worst as 24 per cent of the rural population is depending
on such sources and where the situation is further deteriorated over the period.
Rural water supply situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is also worst but the worst of all is in
Balochistan.
In these two provinces, 46 and 72 per cent of the rural population, depend on water either
from a dug shell, river, canal or stream. Rural water supply situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
is also worst but the worst of all is in Balochistan.
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